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O PIONEERS!—OR, THE LAND OF THE FREE 
AND THE HOME OF THE BRAVE, 1951 


(Lines inspired by a photograph, taken by Morris Warman, printed large in 
New York Herald Tribune of February 8, 1951, entitled “Take Cover— 
Air Raid!”, showing two American schoolchildren, boy and girl, in the 
edifying act of crouching under their desks with heads lowered and hands 
over eyes; on the classroom wall above them is a large map of the United 
States, the land of the pioneers, the free and the brave.) 


Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep 

So I'll grow up and shoot a Red— 
If I don’t forget to get under the bed 
When the air raid sirens blow. 


I study hard when I’m in school, 
Military training and the Golden Rule. 
Pll fight those Reds, my life Pll risk— 
If I don’t forget to dive under the desk 
When the air raid sirens blow. 


This country I will fight to save, 

Its rulers wise and people brave, 

Those Reds I'll bomb when I am able— 
If I don’t forget to duck under a table 
When the air raid sirens blow! 


—Shaemas O’Sheel 


‘ 

t 

Ny 

| 542 
> 


